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Suraj (left) and Bharat (right) have called 
Bal Ashram home since 2007. Suraj is now 
a freshman at a prestigious engineering 
college, studying to be an Aeronautical 
Engineer. Bharat is an accomplished 
student of Martial Arts and has won  
prizes at many countrywide  
tournaments.   

Since opening its doors in 2001, Bal 
Ashram has given boys the opportunity to 
achieve through formal education, as well 
as encouraged them to pursue their own 
interests. The boys, some who came as 
toddlers, have lived at Bal Ashram as a 
family, calling each other bhaiya, or   
brother in Hindi.

Quarterly news about our charitable initiatives in Varanasi, India 

Thanks to the generosity of our friends over the years, the boys we’ve raised  
at Bal Ashram are making their way to adulthood.
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Ramesh was only the second child to come and live at Bal Ashram.  
Growing up at the Ashram, he developed an interest in the hospitality 
industry. After training at the Taj Ganges resort in Varanasi, he was 
promoted to a managerial position in a five-star resort in Kerala.

Shiva is an optometrist and a pillar of Vision Varanasi Mobile Eye Care 
Clinic. He has helped out at our on-site eye hospital from the time it was 
only a small clinic. He witnessed the joy in people’s faces when they put    
on glasses for the first time, which inspired him to earn a diploma from the 
Varanasi Institute of Optometry. Today, Shiva manages the                       
Vision Varanasi hospital and its mobile activities. 

“If you are looking to find happiness, look for it in the smiles of others, 
particularly the smiles that are caused by your actions.” 

Sudhanshu is a corporate yoga instructor working in Gujarat where he 
designs and teaches programs for workers and staff. All the boys growing 
up at the Ashram had yoga as part of a daily routine. Sudhanshu received 
his Master’s in yoga at the prestigious Vivekananda Yoga University.  He is  
a role model for many of his younger brothers and sisters.

Your generosity makes a difference. 

To donate please mail a check to Sonoma	Ashram,	PO	Box	950,	Sonoma,	CA	95476		
or visit www.sonomaashram.org/donations	  

For more information call 707-996-8915 or email info@sonomaashram.org  

Sonoma	Ashram	Foundation	(dba	of	Sri	Sarveshwari	Samooh,	Inc.)	is	a	tax-exempt	religious	organization		
under	section	501(c)(3)	of	the	Internal	Revenue	Code;	tax	ID:	94-3151595	
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